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Greetings from Our
President

Dear SBBA Members,
This summer saw a return to
normalcy on Salisbury Beach
after several months of dealing
with the pandemic. The beach
center was bustling with
Salisbury’s favorite summer
activities – many avid and happy
beach goers, music on Friday and
Saturday nights at the music
tent, children enjoying the
carousel on the Broadway Mall
and all of the merchants open for
business. In addition, the new
Visitor Center construction is
well underway and should be
fully on-line for next spring.
There was also a significant
development on Driftway, as all
electrical and utility cables are
being placed underground and a
new roadway and sidewalks were
completed.

The SBBA had a very busy and
productive summer as well! We
had four Beach Clean-up days
that averaged over 50 volunteers
that we equipped with gloves,
plastic bags and paper picker
trash sticks. The volunteers
focused on the beach center and
the Broadway Mall and picked
up numerous large bags of
debris. In addition, we had our
Annual Meeting at the Blue
Ocean Music Hall in August
which was an in-person meeting
for the first time in two years.
The meeting was well attended
with over 200 SBBA members
and their families in attendance.
There was a full agenda with
updates from our state and town
officials as well as from several
SBBA Board Committee
members.
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This year, the SBBA Scholarship
Committee awarded 19
scholarships to high school
seniors on their way to college,
which was the highest number
that we have ever awarded.
The SBBA Beach Resiliency
Task Force was also very active,
working with our legislative
delegation, town officials and
other interested parties on
several projects to help preserve
and protect our two greatest
natural resources: our nearly
four miles of beach and the
Great Salt Marsh. More about
the activities and
accomplishments of the Task
Force inside this edition.
As we head into the Holiday
Season there are many exciting
developments on the horizon.
Please share your thoughts with
us on how the SBBA can make
our community even better. We
look forward to hearing from
you and seeing you soon!!

Sincerely,
Bill Greilich
Salisbury Beach Resiliency
Task Force The Salisbury
Beach Resiliency Task force was
created in 2020 and is
comprised of members of the
SBBA, our Legislative
Delegation, State and Town
Officials, Citizens for Change,
business leaders, an
environmental consultant and a
senior representative from
Congressman Moulton’s team.
The Resiliency Task Force has
been involved with several
critical projects this summer
and fall.
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The Task Force was the driving
force in revising and updating
language for the Salisbury Beach
Preservation Trust Fund. The
Trust Fund was created in 2008
for the purpose of preserving
and maintaining Salisbury
Beach. The intention was to
assure the availability of funds to
quickly respond to storm
damage and maintain the beach
and dunes to enhance their
resiliency. Over the past two
years, it became clear that the
trust fund language was too
vague and needed to be
enhanced and clarified. The
primary focus of the updates was
to add language to specify
precisely what the funds can be
spent on. The new language
states that funds can only be
used to:
Acquire sand for the restoration
and stabilization of Salisbury
Beach and the protective dune
system abutting Salisbury
Beach, acquire, install and
maintain dune stabilization
plants and sand fencing, fund
the costs of beach nourishment
and dune stabilization and
restoration projects in part or in
their entirety or by providing
local or state matching funds
for coastal resiliency projects by
other governmental or
nongovernmental entities.
Other changes made are to
include both public and private
property into the purview of the
Trust Fund, raise the State
Reservation entry fee surcharge
to $4 per admission, implement
annual reporting which itemizes
revenues, expenses, project
summaries and visitor traffic

data, and require DCR to update
the Salisbury Beach State
Reservation Barrier Beach
Management Plan on a biennial
basis.
Thanks to Senator Bruce Tarr,
Senator Diana DiZoglio,
Representative Jim Kelcourse,
Representative Lenny Mirra and
Town Manager Neil Harrington,
a bill with the revised language
was filed in early October. Due to
the normal cycle of our state
government, the bill will not be
addressed by the legislature until
Spring 2022.
Another significant
accomplishment took place
during the summer. The sand
procurement project, which was
done in conjunction with
Salisbury Beach Citizens for
Change, secured $90,000 in
state funding to purchase sand to
repair erosion damage between
beach access 6 and 7. Over 4500
tons of sand were placed on the
beach to rebuild the damaged
dunes. Many property owners
installed sand fencing in front of
their rebuilt dunes. The next step
will be to help owners purchase
and plant new sea grass on the
dunes. Greg Moore of the
University of New Hampshire is
working to secure a grant from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, which will facilitate the
purchase of sea grass plants for
spring planting.
The SBBA also supported a
project carried out by the
Merrimack Valley Planning
Commission (MVPC) to
eradicate phragmites in the
Great Salt Marsh. Phragmites
are a non-native, invasive plant
that spreads quickly through
marshes and wetland areas. They
deprive
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native plants of sunlight, deny
fish and wildlife essential
nutrients and produce chemicals
when decaying which inhibits the
germination of competing seeds.
The MVPC sprays the phragmites
annually and subsequently
brings in tractors to mow and
remove the dead stands.
FEMA National Flood
Insurance Program – Risk
Rating 2.0
Flood Insurance is a topic that is
of utmost importance to the
majority of SBBA members. The
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) recently
announced that they are enacting
a new flood insurance rating
system called Risk Rating 2.0,
effective October 1, 2021. Risk
Rating 2.0 changes how flood
insurance rates are calculated.
Formerly FEMA looked solely at
flood map designations and the
property’s elevation within that
map. The new rating system is
described as follows in an article
on the FEMA website.
With Risk Rating 2.0, FEMA
now has the capability and tools
to address rating disparities by
incorporating more flood risk
variables. These include flood
frequency, multiple flood types—
river overflow, storm surge,
coastal erosion and heavy
rainfall—and distance to a
water source along with
property characteristics such as
elevation and the cost to rebuild.
Each home’s assessment is
individualized but the new
methodology will likely either
increase or decrease your cost of
flood insurance coverage through
the FEMA program. There are
also private insurance options for
flood insurance that offer an

alternative to FEMA. Your local
insurance agent should be able to
advise you and provide you with
a quote.
Whatever your situation, it is
worth familiarizing yourself with
the new changes to the flood
insurance market. The FEMA
website has a thorough
explanation of the new program.
See the following link for more
information.
https://www.fema.gov/floodinsurance/risk-rating
Merrimack River Beach
Alliance
The Merrimack River Beach
Alliance (MRBA) is a consortium
of three communities –
Salisbury, Newburyport and
Newbury – that meets
periodically to discuss issues
related to coastal resiliency,
erosion mitigation, disaster
prevention and emergency
response. It is chaired by Senator
Bruce Tarr and comprised of
local, state and federal leaders as
well as members of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
(ACOE) and community groups
like the SBBA.
One of the most important
projects that the MRBA has
focused on during the last several
months is the dredging of the
Piscataqua and Merrimack
Rivers. The sand and material
from those dredges will be used
to fortify the beaches of all three
communities.
Of primary concern to Salisbury
Beach is the Piscataqua dredge,
from which we will receive
175,000 cubic yards of material
for near-shore placement. The
output from this dredge is more

suitable for near-shore because it
contains sand as well as glacial
till and less fine material. It will
be placed at an approved 41.6acre site, located 1500 feet offshore at the end of Broadway.
The good news for Salisbury is
that the Army Corps received
bids for the Piscataqua dredge
and has selected a firm, Great
Lakes Dredge and Docks
Company, to perform the work.
Dredging will begin in November
and continue until spring 2022.
Sediment will be transported by
barge from Portsmouth Harbor
to the near-shore site and will be
placed using a dump scow in
windows (horizontal rows
parallel to the shoreline). The
Corps anticipates that the
windows will flatten due to
natural currents and wave action
and that finer portions of the
sediment will nourish the littoral
zone, migrating landward to
Salisbury Beach.
In a late breaking development,
the Army Corps said that
Nantasket Beach in Hull, which
was scheduled to receive some of
the “higher quality” material
from the Piscataqua dredge, has
now dropped out of
consideration and will no longer
be receiving dredge material.
This higher quality material will
now be designated for the
Salisbury near-shore site.
The Merrimack dredge, which
had been scheduled for a similar
timeframe has been delayed. The
sand from this project is
earmarked for Plum Island near
North Point. The delay was due
to the fact that the Army Corps
only received one bid for the
work, which was significantly
higher than the government’s
estimate. Therefore, this project
will have to be re-bid next spring
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and will not take place until late
2022, at the earliest.

Scholarships 2021

Front Row L to R: Sarah Miller, Olivia
Luistro, Jenna Aziz, Molly Britton,
Olivia Birolini, Gianna Fiore
Rear Row L to R: Miranda Rodolakis,
Emily Giles, James Tatro, John
Sullivan, Steven Spero
Recipients Missing from Photo: Hunter
Parrott, Heather Graham, Nicholas
Gutierrez, Leah Katz, Vincent Miller,
Kerrin Fitzgerald, Kaylee Murphy. We
definitely have to do it all over again!
The Center Stage Motown Band pulled
out all the stops and made it one of the
most memorable evenings. And it was
wonderful to reconnect with our SBBA
Scholarship Family. Thanks for a great
night and for renewing your financial
support by attending. Here’s how we
used your gifts already……….19 senior
high school graduates received
scholarships this year. Simply put, if it
wasn’t for our faithful supporters, we
wouldn’t exist. So thank you!

Donna Champagne
Scholarship Chair

Newsletter should contact Bill
Greilich @ 508-450-3943
greilich@comcast.net

Thank you to our advertisers who
are helping defray the cost of the
newsletter!

Fall Town Meeting
Several Articles were passed at
the recent Fall Town Meeting
making use of the town’s
available free cash of $2.9
million, including: An article to
create a Water Division within
the DPW and authorizing
spending $225,000 to pay
salaries and benefits for five new
water division employees,
$185,000 to purchase equipment
and $60,000 to purchase
supplies and rent trailers;
$60,000 for improvements at
Lions Park; $265000 to match a
$400,000 state grant for
improvements at Partridge
Brook Park; $500,000 to reduce
borrowing costs for the $5.2
million dollar beach welcome
center; $93,000 for two new
police vehicles and $55,000 for a
new police officer; $900,000 to
replace water lines on Meaders
Lane, Sandy Lane, Gove Lane and
Short Lane. Several other articles
were passed and they can be
found in a Daily News Article
@https://www.newburyportnew
s.com/news/salisbury-voters-okwater-division-spendingproposals/article_d65d670035fa-11ec-b0e7b7c0303dc7a3.html

An Antique Carousel and
a new Pavilion for
Salisbury beach

Advertising in the SBBA
Newsletter - Anyone interested
in advertising in the SBBA
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Until 1975, Salisbury Beach had an
antique carousel located in a
pavilion on Broadway between Cable
and Railroad Avenues. For over
twenty years it has been a goal of the
Salisbury Beach Partnership (SBP)
to locate it and return it to Salisbury

SBBA News

Beach. Upon investigation it was
found that it was dismantled, sold
and placed in a park in San Diego,
California and again sold at auction
in 2000. The pieces were moved to
Connecticut but the mechanism was
dismantled in San Diego with the
intent of refurbishing it.
Unfortunately, it was subsequently
lost. No longer practicable to
attempt to bring it back, the goal
now shifted to one of obtaining
another antique carousel for
Salisbury Beach and to build a new
pavilion to house it.
The search started over twenty years
ago but became more intense in
recent years. The search took
Wayne Capolupo, President of the
SBP and others to Florida,
California, and many New England
states to investigate the availability
of various carousels. All needed
work and all ranged in price from
two to six million dollars. Finally, a
carousel was located in
Pennsylvania that was once used at
Hanson’s Park in Harvey’s Lake,
Pennsylvania. It had been stored in
a box truck for 15 years. It also
needed work but the fact that it had
been stored securely and all the
pieces were intact, made it a feasible
undertaking. It was purchased for
$575,000, moved to Salisbury
Beach, refurbished, and stored in
the Carefree Arcade building on
Oceanfront South, pending
construction of a suitable structure
to house it on a permanent basis.
During the summer months it is
available for public viewing but
cannot be operated in that location.
Our new antique carousel (1909
Louff-Mangels) has forty-four
basswood carvings. Most are horses
but some are goats, camels and
giraffes with two chariots.
The next problem to solve was
finding a suitable location. Problem
solved: the Capolupo family is
planing on donating land at the
southwest corner of Broadway and
Central Avenue. The Capolupo
family has also offered the services
of their company, SPS New England,
to demolish the existing structures
and build a new pavilion at cost with
zero fee. In addition to
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housing the carousel, the pavilion
will also house a small gift shop and
function room. A fundraising
program has been established to
cover all costs associated with this
landmark project. This is big for
Salisbury Beach. The Partnership
has come a long way towards
making this project a reality but the
support of the business community
and the general public is needed to
bring it to a successful conclusion.
Donations can be made for the

adoption of actual basswood
animals.
The Salisbury Beach Betterment
Association is planning to support
this exciting project by
adopting a horse! A number of the
basswood animal carvings will be on
public display at this year’s Sea
Festival of Trees from November 20
to December 5, weekends only.
Information on how you can be part
of this transformational project by
making a donation or participating

in some other way will be
available at the SeaFestivalof
Trees.com
Submitted by,

Lou Masiello
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SALISBURY BEACH BETTERMENT ASSOC.
P.O. BOX 5508
SALISBURY, MA 01952

Beautification Committee - The Beach Clean-up was a HUGE success this year thanks in part to committee members; Jesse Maneiro

and Donna Keefe. The Committee partnered with the DCR who supplied trash bags and gloves and the DPW who picked up the many trash
bags. Look for dates in the Spring Newsletter for 2022 Beach Clean ups and Come Join Us!
The Annual House Tour is back! Save the Date: June 18, 2022. Thanks to all the members of the Beautification Committee for all their
hard work in planting, watering, pruning and supporting beach clean-up efforts. - Submitted by -Maribeth Timony.
The 9th Annual Sea Festival of Trees will take place at the Blue Ocean Event Center in Salisbury from Saturday, November 20 through
Sunday, December 5. This magical holiday wonderland by the sea will be open weekends only (Friday through Sunday). You will be able to
experience the joy and excitement of the seacoast's most popular holiday tradition with glittering trees, indoor ice skating, Santa visits and
more! You will also be able to enter raffles featuring a spectacular holiday tree along with up to $5,000 in prizes! The SBBA Board of
Directors is most pleased to be volunteering at the Sea Festival of Trees on Saturday, November 27 from 1:30 to 5pm! Admission is $10 for
adults and $5 for children 5 and under. All proceeds will benefit the Salisbury Beach Partnership and the Historic Carousel Fund. The hours
on Friday, November 26 are 11am to 8pm and on Friday, December 3 are 5 to 8pm. The hours on Saturday, November 20, 27 and December
4 are 11am to 8pm and the hours on Sunday, November 21, 28 and December 5 are 11am to 5pm. - Submitted by John Housianitis

